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Greater Columbia Chapter’s February Program: 

 

A Silent Film Comedy Classic 
accompanied by 

Ron Carter, Theater Organist 
Steamboat Bill, Jr. (1928)   

starring Buster Keaton  
 

Friday, February 23, 2024 
7:00 p.m. 

St. David Lutheran Church  
132 St. David’s Church Road 

West Columbia, SC 29170 
                    

Bring along family and friends, and prepare to have fun! Buster Keaton’s silent film comedy, 
Steamboat Bill, Jr., is now considered a masterpiece of the silent era, with no expense spared 
for gags and special effects. “Citified” college boy Bill, Jr. reunites with his burly riverboat owner 
father, who is competing with a new riverboat owner, King. When trouble arises, can Bill, Jr., 
measure up?   
 

This family friendly event is open to the public free of charge; however, donations will be 
accepted for the chapter’s scholarship fund for beginning and developing organists. 
 

Please help us publicize this event by posting this flyer in 

your church, choir room, and other places of interest. 
 

Ron Carter, a veteran theater organist in the Atlanta area, delights 
his audiences with artful portrayals of characters, emotions, and 
onscreen action through his improvisatory accompaniment. Ron 
is from Marietta, GA, where he has served as Organist/Music 
Director in churches for over 50 years. As an active member of 
the American Theater Organ Society (ATOS), Ron has presented 
numerous theatre organ concerts and silent film accompaniments 
throughout the southeast. He has received many awards in the 
field of theater organ, including 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Atlanta Chapter of 
ATOS. Currently, Ron is the theatre organ consultant for Allen Organ Studios of Atlanta, and 
the House Organist for the Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre in Marietta, GA.   

http://www.columbiaago.org/2024SilentFilmFlyer.pdf
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Catching Up with YOC Alumni 

Bruce Xu, 2017 YOC Winner 
 

Bruce Xu, now a student at Rice University in Houston, Texas, is a native of Sloatsburg, New 
York.  He was first introduced to the organ at the Methodist church in his hometown.  Soon 
thereafter, he began lessons at age 9 with Jimrae Lenser and then continued with Craig 
Williams, organist at West Point Academy. Bruce then entered the high school program at the 
University of North Carolina School of the Arts (UNCSA) where he studied organ performance 
with Dr. Timothy Olsen. Concurrently he completed his organist internship at Augsburg 
Lutheran Church in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
 

Bruce won the UNCSA/Salem College 
High School Organ Competition in 2017. 
That same year, he was invited as a rising 
star to perform at the 2019 American Guild 
of Organists National Conference in 
Kansas City. In the Spring/Summer of 
2017, Bruce won First Prize in six organ 
competitions: UNCSA/Salem College High 
School Organ Competition; Greater 
Columbia (S.C.) AGO Chapter Young 
Organist Competition; East Carolina 
University Young Artist Competition; AGO 
Quimby/RCYO Chapter Competition in 
Atlanta GA; and AGO Quimby/RCYO 
Regional Competition in Jacksonville FL. 
 
Following high school, Bruce enrolled at 
Rice University in the Shepherd School of 
Music where he was an organ performance 
major studying with Professor Ken Cowan. 
2022 was a banner year for Bruce in his 
organ career. On June 3, 2022, he won 
First Prize ($3000) in the Arthur Poister 
Scholarship Competition. On June 9, 2022, 
he won First Prize and the Audience Prize 
at the 10th edition of the Quebec Organ 
Competition. This was followed in 
September 2022 by capturing first prize 
and the audience prize at the Albert 

Schweitzer Organ Festival in Hartford, Connecticut. 
 
Bruce (’24) has switched to a major in Business Management and Finance in the Jones 
Graduate School of Business at Rice University; however, he continues to perform and serve 
churches. Presently, he serves a Presbyterian church in the Woodlands area near Houston. 
 
His favorite thing about music is that it can be a source of expression, therapy, empathy, and 
connection. “I think music is such a beautiful thing in this world, and I feel grateful to have the 
ability to play the organ, sing, and play in musical groups; hopefully for as long as possible.” 
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https://www.lr.edu/campuses/ltss/lifelong-learning/religious-arts-festival
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Save the Dates for Winter/Spring Events 

 

  
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 10 a.m. - noon:  2024 YOC Competition, Shandon UMC  
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 7 p.m.:  Chelsea Chen in Concert, Trinity Cathedral 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 10*, 7 p.m.:  Hymn Festival at St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
 *Please note new date for Hymn Festival 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lenten Organ Meditations 

1001 Fifth Avenue 

Conway, SC 

 

Wednesdays at Noon during Lent 

A Free Event 

 
Co-sponsored by First United Methodist, Conway and  

Grand Strand Chapter of American Guild of Organists 

 

Organists are: 

 

Billy Fallaw February 21 

Jessica Eaton February 28 

Kevin Uppercue March 6 

Jim Hepler March 13 

Billy Fallaw March 20 
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The 20th of every month is the deadline for the following month’s 

AGO newsletter. Information received after that 
time may not appear in that month’s 
newsletter. 
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Chelsea Chen in Concert 
Friday, April 12, 2024  

7:00 PM 
 

Trinity Cathedral 
1100 Sumter St, Columbia, SC 29201 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PIPEDREAMS   (Radio broadcast January 22, 2007) “… Chelsea played with confidence, 

style, and imagination at a level that many older performers would surely envy … The [organ’s] future 

is in the hands [of] players such as Chelsea Chen who not only perform exceptionally well but also 

compose for the organ and encourage other friends of their generation to write for it too.” 
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Pipedreams host Michael Barone 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our sympathies go to the family and friends of AGO member 

Dan McGehee who died on December 26. 
 

July 30, 1950 - December 26, 2023 
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NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR IN THE CAROLINAS 
 

March 2, 3:00 p.m.  

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church 
119 North Church Street, Lexington SC 29072 

Tickets $25.00 ** 
Take a journey with the National Lutheran Choir! Join us for a concert of music from the Lutheran 
canon and works that explore the common struggle through life’s journeys, both those chosen and 
those forced upon us. When the road gets long and our legs get heavy, we share the stories of those 
who have gone before us and pave the way for those who will come after. Works from the Lutheran 
choral tradition by composers such as Heinrich Schutz, Knut Nystedt, and F. Melius Christiansen 
will stand side by side with diverse selections from Florence Price, Stacey Gibbs, Alice Parker, 
Zanaida Robles, and others which highlight the stories of enslaved Africans, immigrants, and 
refugees in the United States. 
 

 
 
 

https://nationallutheranchoir.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/
https://nationallutheranchoir.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/events/a0S5G00000WOGkYUAX
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February 4: music by Howells, L’Estrange, and Tavener 
February 18: music by Ayleward, Tallis, and Byrd 
February 25: music by Ayleward, MacDonald, and Friedell 
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The New Lincoln Organ 

St. John’s Anglican Church, Florence, S. C. 
 

The history of St. John’s parish, established in 1866, predates Florence. Their current 

worship edifice was constructed in 1889. The Lincoln organ is the third known organ, the 

first being a 1911 Hinners organ, which was replaced in 1939 by Möller Opus 6803. This 

organ, with additions and modifications, served the congregation until it was removed in 

January 2022 for work to begin on their new instrument. 

In 2017 Aeolian-Skinner Opus 

1338 was purchased for the nucleus of 

a new organ for St. John’s parish. The 

fifteen - rank instrument had served 

First United Methodist Church, 

Starkville, Mississippi, from 1956 until 

it was replaced by a digital organ. It 

was the intent of St. John’s to create a 

new organ in the style of Aeolian-

Skinner, and the opportunity to begin 

with the Starkville organ was a 

tremendous boost. 

The contract was signed in January 

2020 for a new instrument built by 

Lincoln Pipe Organs, Inc., of Lincolnton, N.C. With slight modifications, this instrument has 

been built as a four division organ (Great, Swell, Choir, and Pedal) with 37 pipe ranks and 

23 digital voices. The Great organ has one digital voice (the 16’) and utilizes four ranks of 

the Aeolian-Skinner; the Swell organ is entirely pipe (and almost completely Aeolian-

Skinner); the Choir organ is Walker digital (Aeolian-Skinner and Skinner samples); and the 

Pedal organ is a pipe-digital combination. 

The console is French terraced drawknob to give the organist-choirmaster better visibility 

for choral conducting, and is movable. 

Great and Pedal divisions are exposed on the east wall, and the Swell (with some pedal) 

is in the chamber on the south wall of the Chancel. 

Five ranks of the Möller were used: the former Dulciana was revoiced as a celeste for 

the Aeolian-Skinner Flauto Dolce on the Great; the string and string celeste were used in 

the Swell organ as a Dolce Celeste II, 32 pipes of the Melodia became the Flute Cantique 

4’ in the Pedal organ; and the Bourdon is in the Pedal organ at 16’ and 8’ pitch.  Immediately 

after the contract was signed in January 2020, the Covid pandemic struck, closing suppliers 

that were needed for the organ’s construction. Then, when preparations were being made 

to the historic church building, structural defects were discovered in the North wall of the 

Nave. These setbacks turned what St. John’s hoped would be a 6-month project into a 

nearly 4-year project! St. John’s parish is overjoyed to now be able to enjoy the organ and 

their restored church. The organ was first played in public worship on November 5, 2023 

and dedicated on January 13-14, 2024, with Joby Bell playing the dedicatory recitals. 

(Specifications listed on next page) 

--Jim Hepler, Minister of Music/Organist 
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 2/02 Ed Brown 
 2/11 Janet Schmidt 
 2/11 Karen Shevenell 
 2/15 Don Alcorn 
 2/20 Frank Ballard 
 2/21 David Lowry 
  2/22 Chuck Wilson 
 2/26 James Johnson 
 2/28 Timothy Belflowers 

 
 

 

 
 

 

2023 - 2024 CHAPTER ADMINISTRATION 
DEAN   Lenora Jeffcoat FRCO 

C: (901) 604-8260 
               E: lmorrow101@gmail.com 
 
SUB-DEAN    Joy Ackerman 
          H (803) 781-9781 
                E: jpackerman@att.net 
 
SECRETARY Frances Webb 
  H (803) 772-1492 
  E: FrancesWebb@sc.rr.com 
 
TREASURER Tony Roof 
  C: (803) 606-1596 
  E:  email@tonyroof.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
  Brad Cunningham 
  C: (706) 414-7007 
  E: bradfordco@mindspring.com 
 
  Don Grice ARCCO 

C: (520) 481-0037 
             E: dgrice@alum.emory.edu 
 
  Huger Caughman, Jr. 

C: (803) 924-7619 
             E: hpcaughman@gmail.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 Susan Sturkie 
         H: (803) 788-6807 
 E:  sloopystur@aol.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  Tony Roof 
 C: (803) 606-1596 
             E: email@tonyroof.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:lmorrow101@gmail.com
mailto:email@tonyroof.com
mailto:dgrice@alum.emory.edu
mailto:hpcaughman@gmail.com
mailto:email@tonyroof.com
https://www.sfago2024.org/
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2024 
 

Pipe Organ Encounters 

for beginning and intermediate organists, ages 13-18 

July 14-19, 2024 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

Piedmont NC Chapter AGO 

UNC School of the Arts 

Director: Dr. Timothy J. Olsen 

405-535-8124 

Email the Winston-Salem POE Director 

Registration Deadline: June 15, 2023 

 

Pipe Organ Encounter-Plus 

for Adults, ages 19 and over 

June 10-14, 2024 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Chattanooga Chapter AGO 

Director: John Wigal, MM 

423-821-1583 

Email the Chattanooga POE+ Director 

Registration Deadline: May 9, 2023 

 

 

https://www.agohq.org/education/poe/poe/
http://www.piedmontncago.org/
mailto:timothy.jon.olsen@gmail.com
https://www.agohq.org/education/poe/poe-plus/
https://www.agochattanooga.org/poeplus/
mailto:jwigal@gslookout.com
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Summer 2024 Music Clinics 

 
David Cherwien and Mark Sedio will lead new music reading sessions for adult choir, 

organ/piano, and children's choir, as well as lead workshops and a hymn festival. 
Choristers Guild will also sponsor a handbell repertoire session. 

 

Columbia, SC - JULY 19-20 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/music/summer-music-clinics/    

 
  
 

https://emails.1517.media/e3t/Ctc/T8+113/czyfL04/VVql0L2Mg914W92LTwn3xLGsYW6R-97G588NjDN6mkvpW3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3m_VF-v5m30rtnQW8ql4073CN-VtW6WMcDF4J7MtRW68PLsn5LzVM8W11Tld_6_D_9bW35vr1f5Jzx51W7VhxXV2255p_W2023dY5_WL5XW9kctwR49bR5xW5bBm6H9l9C5ZN1pZPJZSVPbyW6Xmcgd4S023LV9Gy6v7BY05LW3TF30V1D8KvfW65twpw8rgvzGW2mZYrQ5KK7-8W7tTBZn55dBlyW7BvTxX5bynBDW5LDZpm4fVQ7-W2wb4Yr8Xdv2DW2fWn6m398JnbW4NHVcv9kLD1WV3DmLN53fczXW7xLQDg3qwCyzf4XHbW804
https://emails.1517.media/e3t/Ctc/T8+113/czyfL04/VVql0L2Mg914W92LTwn3xLGsYW6R-97G588NjDN6mkvpW3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3mHW4G3Dtm2MlXQMW6fDD6y8nv-5XN6Bl41b4mPwVW7VY_yL7FyXKVN57c3GfL5v17W4tdJ718YMB-0W1t0f9v6Xq8GPW28PP8g61zZRgW1yDj3s3MD_VcW6LmwGx4GVR1nW528byl5jnCBmW4v3k5-2J1t7mN5fXrVGqzhWlW3vJ2qG6M4V15W13jc4f5FyRScW5DKbnl6RTlWsW3ZKC6P7XkqCLW99B_5634-w6hW6yBrgk6H87lDW20nS144LRL27Vh_STX8HFp5tW2jjNQb3btnvrV1wDgf4NYwgKW7w450t46kbxnf8-tj5v04
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 
Please contact Susan Sturkie (803-788-6807 or sloopystur@aol.com) to update this information 
or for more information on these openings. 
 
** NEW LISTING OR CHANGES IN JOB DESCRIPTION OR AD  
 
DARLINGTON  
Darlington Presbyterian Church, Organist Position (PT) Darlington Presbyterian Church, EPC, is 
currently looking to hire an organist who is a committed Christian desiring to use his/her talents for the 
Lord. In addition to having skill in organ performance as a soloist, the position requires expertise in 
accompanying choir rehearsals, soloists, and congregational singing on both the organ and piano. The 
ability to sight-read and to play choral parts are needed skills as well.  DPC has one worship service 
each week (Sunday 11:00 a.m.) and preparation for that service includes accompanying the Children’s 
Choir rehearsal and Chancel Choir rehearsal on Wednesday nights. We also enjoy several seasonal 
special worship services during the year: Maundy Thursday, Easter Sunrise, Christmas Festival of 
Lessons & Carols, 2 Christmas Eve Services. 
Interested candidates are welcome to send a cover letter and resume to Dr. Irwin, the Dir. of Music 
Ministries at tirwin1685@gmail.com. 
 
HARTSVILLE 
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Hartsville, SC, is in search of a part-time Organist. Duties 
include Sunday services, Wednesday night choir rehearsals, and any special services during the year. 
Salary is $300 per week (negotiable) and extra for additional services. The Organist gets two days paid 
vacation plus sick leave. Our instrument is a 32-rank, two manual, Casavant Freres Limitee. The 
Organist reports to the Music Director and the Rector. If interested in the position, please send your 
resume to St. Bartholomew’s at 103 Campus Dr. Hartsville, SC 29550 or via email at 
stbartsepiscopal@gmail.com. 
 
LEXINGTON 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Lexington, SC, Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Lexington, is seeking a 
committed Christian to provide organ/piano music and accompaniment for scheduled worship services, 
rehearsals and other activities in support of the music ministry of the church. Having a pivotal role in 
the musical life of the church, this individual should be a strong team player with the ministerial staff as 
needed and with the Director of Music at Pilgrim Lutheran. Please submit a letter of recommendation 
and resumé to Susan Cafferty at susan@wearepilgrim.com. 
 
MOUNT PLEASANT 
Hibben United Methodist Church, 690 Coleman Blvd, Mount Pleasant, SC  29464 
Organist and Choirmaster Part Time:  Responsible for planning, leading and coordination for the overall 
music ministries of Hibben UMC Church.  Principal duties are Sunday morning worship, special services 
such as Christmas and Easter, weekly Choir rehearsals, ensemble and volunteer coordination, and 
planning with worship committee, staff and other volunteers to create worship that is energetic and true 
to the value system of a congregation that strives to serve and grow in discipleship and mission.  
Principle report is to the Lead Pastor and administrative accountability is to Staff Parish Relations 
Committee.  
Salary and hours will be determined based on experience and other qualifications.  A successful 
background check is required for this position.  To apply, please submit a resume with a cover letter 
and three professional references to srprice@comcast.net.  Please contact Mr. Price or Rev. Sara 
White (revsara@hibbenumc.org) to request a complete job description. 
 
 
 

mailto:sloopystur@aol.com
mailto:tirwin1685@gmail.com
mailto:stbartsepiscopal@gmail.com
mailto:susan@wearepilgrim.com
mailto:srprice@comcast.net
mailto:revsara@hibbenumc.org
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ORANGEBURG 
First Baptist Church of Orangeburg is seeking a part-time organist to provide service music for 
Sunday worship, as well as special occasions throughout the year. Regular duties include 
accompanying Wednesday night choir rehearsal (7:00 pm) and playing for Sunday worship services 
(11:00 a.m.). The organ is a Moller, 3-manual: swell; great; choir, with 31 ranks from the original 
installation. The pedal board was built to AGO standard. The organ was installed in 1968 and rebuilt 
by Schlueter Pipe Organ Company of Lithonia, Georgia in 2007, with additional Walker digital stops 
added.  Resumés may be sent to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 637, Orangeburg, SC 29116 or emailed 
to jane@fbcorangeburg.org. 
 
ROCK HILL 
**Ebenezer Presbyterian Church, Associate Reformed, 2132 Ebenezer Road, Rock Hill SC. This 
job opening at Ebenezer Presbyterian Church in Rock Hill for Director of Music has been changed to a 
full-time job that is now titled Director of Music Ministry/Organist.  The link below will take those 
interested to the specifics on how to apply, the specifications of our pipe organ, and the new job 
description with salary included.   
https://ebenezerarp.org/sermons-other-resources/job-opening-music ministryorganis   
   (Yes, without a “t” at the end) 
 
SAINT MATTHEWS 
St. Paul U.M.C., 1808 Bridge Street, Saint Matthews, SC 29135.  We have an opening for an organist 
and choir director. Job requirements include choir practice at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings (or another 
time during the week) and worship service on Sundays from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Some additional 
services throughout the year (Christmas Eve, funerals, etc.) may also be requested. The instrument is 
a 1937 Moeller Pipe Organ. 
Please call (803) 874-2166 or email at stpaulsmumc@gmail.com for more details. 
 
WINNSBORO  
Sion Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) in Winnsboro is seeking a part-time music director/organist or 
pianist to provide music on Sundays at the 11 a.m. worship service and at the 9:30 a.m. adult choir 
rehearsal preceding the Sunday service. Duties include preparing and playing a prelude, offertory, 
choral anthem, hymns and postlude. Additional services throughout the year include one Christmas 
Eve service. Any other services will be discussed on a one-to-one basis, with additional compensation 
for the musician. 
  
The church instruments include a Kegg pipe organ, a Steinway grand piano and three octaves of 
handbells. Sion is a traditional church with a congregation who loves and appreciates quality music and 
the efforts of musicians. This position has potential for growth in the adult choir as well as the formation 
of a handbell choir.   
  
Sion Presbyterian is 30 miles north of Columbia. The church is flexible regarding terms of employment 
and the music position can be permanent, part-time, interim or Sunday by Sunday. The salary is $200 
per week, and this may be negotiable depending on qualifications and commitment. 
  
For questions or more information, please call the Sion church office at 803-635-3391 and leave a 
message for Lynne Douglass. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jane@fbcorangeburg.org
https://ebenezerarp.org/sermons-other-resources/job-opening-music%20ministryorganis
mailto:stpaulsmumc@gmail.com

