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JANUARY 2025  

ORGAN TECHNIQUES WORKSHOP:  
BRING THE INSTRUMENT TO LIFE 

 
Don Grice  

 

Saturday,  January 18, 2025 
 

Forest Lake Presbyterian Church  
6500 North Trenholm Road  

Columbia, SC 29206  
 

10:00 a.m. ï Noon  
 

Join us for a workshop designed to offer tools, techniques, and practical tips to enhance 
musicality in our organ playing. Suggestions will be offered on how thoughtful registrations, 
articulation and phrasing can work together to enrich interpretation of repertoire, hymns, and 
accompaniments while getting the most from the instrument at hand.  
  
Dr. Grice is Director of Music/Organist at Central United Methodist Church in Florence, SC, 
where he serves as organist and director of the Chancel Choir. He also collaborates with 
the directors of the handbell and childrenôs choirs. He has served churches of various 
denominations in Canada and the United States and has experience with a wide range of 
instruments, both pipe and digital. Dr. Grice holds degrees in Music and Education from the 
University of British Columbia, the University of Saskatchewan, Emory University, and the 
University of Arizona. He serves on the board of the Greater Columbia Chapter of AGO.  
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Upcoming AGO Programs  
2025 

 
PLANS FOR WINTER/SPRING PROGRAMS  

 

Saturday, February 1, 10 :00 a.m. to Noon:  Choral Methods Workshop 
Topics will include conducting from the keyboard.   
Presenter:  Debbie Bauer, Director of Music and Organist, Carteret Street UMC, Beaufort  
 
March 8, 10:00 a.m. : Young Organist Competition 
 
Spring  (date and time to be determined):  Columbia Area Student Organistsô Showcase 
 
Monday, April 7, 7:00 p.m.:   Zoom Presentation on AGO Certification 
Presenters from National AGO:  Michelle Kardos, Director of Education, and Russell 
Weismann, Councilor for Education.   
Topics:  Benefits, Basic Requirements, and Basic Steps for Preparation. 
 
Friday, May 16 (evening):  Dinner followed by a Program of Music for Organ and 
Instruments     
 

 

 

https://www.columbiaago.org/YOC.html
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Two Regional AGO Conventions in 2025  
There are 2 regional conventions to choose from in 2025. Unfortunately, the 
southeast region is not hosting a convention. 

 

 
 

The Central Arizona Chapter presents Sizzling Summer Stops at AGO 2025 Phoenix. 
Featured performers include Isabelle Demers, Kimberly Marshall, Raúl Pietro 
Ramírez, and Ilona Kubiaczyk-Adler performing on instruments by Fritts, Dobson, 
Schantz, Peragallo, Visser, and Berghaus. Registration and further information can 
be found here. 

 
When:  June 16ï19, 2025 

 

 
Everything's bigger in Texas. This convention, hosted by the Fort Worth chapter, will 
feature Katelyn Emerson, Jan Kraybill, Ken Cowan, Alcée Chriss III, and more 
performing on instruments by Casavant, Walker, King, Garland, Wolff, and Bedient. 

Registration and further information can be found here. 
 
When:  June 30 ï July 3, 2025 

 

https://phxago2025.org/
https://www.ago2025fw.org/
https://www.agohq.org/Event.aspx?EventKey=AGOFTW25&WebsiteKey=2c1256dd-d862-4589-a3bb-bf01944f5581
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Catching Up with YOC Alumni  
 

David Stultz, a native of Chattanooga TN, Was 
the winner of the 2015 Young Organist 
Competition.  He studied piano with Dr. Sigrid 
Luther for fifteen years and began organ study 
with Jason DuRoy and Dr. Sarah Harr.  In high 
school he began organ lessons with Dr. Edie 
Johnson at the University of Tennessee.  It was 
a logical step to continue his undergraduate 
studies with her as an undergraduate organ 
major from 2017 to 2021 when he received a 
bachelorôs degree in Organ Performance.   
 
In the summer of 2021, he won first prize in the 

Southeast Regional AGO Competition for Young Organists. In the summer of 2022, 
he was invited to perform at the National AGO Convention in Seattle, Washington. 
He also passed the AGO Service Playing Certification Exam in 2020 and the AGO 
Colleague Certification Exam in 2021. Throughout his service playing career, David 
held positions as organist at First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, Lookout 
Mountain Presbyterian Church, and Second Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, 
Tennessee where he also served as the Assistant Director of Music. 
 
He received a full tuition scholarship and assistantship stipend to pursue a masterôs 
degree in Sacred Music and Organ Performance at the University of Notre Dame 
(South Bend, Indiana) where he studied with Dr. Kola Owolabi. On April 23, 2023, 
David presented his final degree recital in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart (Notre 
Dame). 
 
In the Fall of 2023, David began doctoral studies in sacred music and organ with 
Professor Nicole Keller at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Presently, David 
is serving as Associate Director of Sacred Music at St. Hugo of the Hills Parish in 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 
 
David also enjoys composing for keyboard and choir. Many of his compositions and 
organ recordings can be viewed on his YouTube channel by searching ñDavid Stultz 
Organ.ò 
 
In addition to music, David is occasionally commissioned as an oil painter 
specializing in classical and impressionistic landscapes, portraits, and still life.   
 
A true Renaissance man, David is another of our YOC alumni that continue to 
make us proud! 
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December 2024 Events at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral  
 
Advent Lessons & Carols  
Sunday, December 1 at 4:00 p.m.  
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 1100 Sumter St. Columbia, SC 29201.  
Through lessons and music, we meditate on the rich themes of Advent, the four-week 
season of waiting and joyful anticipation for the coming of Christ, first as an infant at 
Christmas, and then in glory at the last day. The service will be followed by a procession to 
the Trinity Center for the Advent Festival. Visit trinitysc.org for more information. 
 
Handelôs Messiah  
Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m.  
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. 1100 Sumter St. Columbia, SC 29201.  
Join us for this beloved holiday tradition. Messiah will be sung by the Cathedral Choir of 
Boys, Girls, Young Men, and the Cathedral Singers, with the North Carolina Baroque 
Orchestra playing period instruments. Visit trinitysc.org/music for tickets. 
 
Choral Compline  
Thursdays, December 5, 12, and 19 at 8:00 p.m.  
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 1100 Sumter St. Columbia, SC 29201.  
Join us for this meditative candlelight service, sung by the Cathedral Singers. Free and 
open to the public. Visit trinitysc.org for more information. 
 
Evensong  
Sunday, December 8 at 4:00 p.m. 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 1100 Sumter St. Columbia, SC 29201.  
Join us for Evensong, a service of readings, prayers and music with the Cathedral Choir of 
Adults. The service is followed by a reception on the Cathedral Lawn until 5:30 p.m. Free 
and open to all. Visit trinitysc.org for more information. 
 
Christmas Lessons & Carols  
Sunday, December 22 at 4:00 p.m.  
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. 1100 Sumter St. Columbia, SC 29201.  
Christmas Lessons & Carols tells the story of salvation from creation through the birth of 
Jesus. The service is followed by hot cocoa and sômores on the Cathedral Lawn. Free and 
open to all. Visit trinitysc.org for more information. 
 
Christmas Eve Worship Services  
Tuesday, December 24 
4:00 p.m. in the Cathedral - Childrenôs Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist 
7:00 p.m. in the Cathedral - Holy Eucharist 
11:00 p.m. in the Cathedral - Choral Eucharist 
 
Christmas Day Service   
Wednesday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. in the Cathedral - Holy Eucharist 
 

1100 Sumter Street -Columbia, SC  29201  



 

 

 

7 

 
ORGANIST CONCERT RECAP 

PAUL THOMAS  
 

On Sunday, October 27, the chapter sponsored Paul 
Thomas in recital at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, where 
he was recently appointed Director of Music and 
Organist. The recital included works by Gowers, Bach, 
Kerr, Mendelssohn, and Franck. Most recently, Paul 
served in similar positions in Chattanooga, TN, and 
Charleston, SC.  Weôre pleased to welcome Paul back to 
South Carolina, where he was a Furman grad prior to 
being a Yale grad.  Weôre also welcoming him as a fellow 
member of our Greater Columbia chapter of AGO.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

YOUNG ORGANIST CONCERT 
RECAP 

HENRY DANGERFIELD 
 

If you missed Henryôs concert ,  
click here  to view.  

 
 
Henry Dangerfield, winner of the chapterôs Young 
Organist Competition held in March 2024, returned to 
perform a recital at Shandon United Methodist 
Church. The program included works by J.S. Bach, 
Mendelssohn, Messiaen, de Grigny, and Vierne.  
Henry is 16 years old and began organ study with 
Raymond Johnston (St. Markôs Episcopal Cathedral in 

Minneapolis) and recently joined the studio of Dr. Catherine Rodland at St. Olaf College. As 
a finalist in the 2023 Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival Hartford Competition (High School 
Division), Henry was awarded the David Spicer Hymn Playing Award and the Audience 
Prize. Additionally, he has won first prize in the L. Cameron Johnson Memorial Organ 
Competition. Following the performance, guests enjoyed a reception honoring the 
performer. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/PR932685qm8?si=3AAeygNnAVJkbq7z
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Handbell Festival  
Brian Childers, Director   

 
Saturday, February 22, 2025   

Shandon United Methodist Church 
3407 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 

9:30 am-1:00 pm  
  

Februaryôs Handbell Choir Festival  registration 
is open to all bell choir members and 
directors. Lunch is included with registration.  
 
This event is sponsored by the SC Chapter of the 
Fellowship of Music and Worship Arts.  Brian 
Childers, director of the festival, is an 
accomplished composer, conductor, and 
clinician. His choral, instrumental, and handbell 
works are performed throughout the world. Brian 
is the Artistic Director of the Charlotte Bronze 
Handbell Ensemble. He also currently serves as 
Director of Handbells and Children and Youth 
Music at Myers Park UMC in Charlotte.   

 
The Festival Handbell music is available at Jeffers Handbell in Irmo. (800-547-
2355).  For additional information, please call Eddie Huss at Shandon UMC in 
Columbia: 803-722-1034.  
 
For registration, schedule, music, and cost: www.southcarolinafellowship.org   
 

 

http://www.southcarolinafellowship.org/

